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China: Concerns about the situation of African migrants'
victims of inhuman treatment in the context of the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic

Urgent appeal, April 17th, 2020

Geneva (OMCT) - Members of the SOS-Torture network in Africa addressed an urgent
appeal to the special Rapporteurs on the human rights of migrants, on contemporary
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and on
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and
members of the UN Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent with regard
to the situation of African migrants' victims of inhuman treatment in China.

Madam and Mister, the special rapporteurs and experts

The signatories to this urgent appeal are members of the SOS-Torture network in Africa.
Most of them are part of the working group on migration and torture and the litigators
group of the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) whose mandate is to prevent
and combat torture in all circumstances.

Madam and Mister, 

We bring to your consideration the actions of the Chinese authorities which in recent
weeks have been illustrated by violations of the rights of African migrants in the
context of the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. Indeed, our organizations have
received testimonies and alerts on the stigmatizing, discriminatory, inhuman and
degrading treatment reserved for African migrants living in China. It is alleged that the
Chinese authorities are forcefully testing, quarantining and allowing degrading acts to
flourish against African migrants in Guangdong province, particularly in Guangzhou.
Several of them have been evicted from hotels and apartments, denied access to
shopping malls, shops, restaurants and imposed tougher quarantine measures.
Testimonies reveal many migrants who are homeless and deprived of food because of
coercive and discriminatory policies targeting them particularly. Numerous videos show
Chinese police harassing Africans on the streets of Guangzhou city where nearly 4,500
migrants from Africa live and several others on business trips.

This discrimination of African migrants ignores the international obligations of the
Chinese State and the recent declaration of Mr. Felipe González Morales, Special
Rapporteur on the rights of migrants of April 3, 2020 urging States to put human
rights at the heart of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It is
understandable that after many efforts to eradicate this pandemic, China is vigilant to
avoid a resurgence on its territory. However, the recommendations of Ms. E. Tendayi
Achiume (Zambia) Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance clearly indicates that "the political
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responses to the COVID-19 pandemic who stigmatize, exclude, and make certain
populations more vulnerable to violence are inexcusable, unacceptable and contrary to the
obligations of States in matters of international human rights law ".

Distinguished Special Rapporteurs and experts

Our organizations invite you respectively to call on the Chinese government to take
more inclusive measures to protect the rights and health of the entire population,
including all migrants, regardless of their migration status. It is therefore imperative
that the Chinese state provide all migrants with access to all vital services, including
decent housing, adequate food and adequate health care, within a reasonable period of
time.

Even if the Chinese authorities have committed themselves to African ambassadors to
take a number of urgent measures to appease the situation, it is desirable under
international law that they prescribe investigations to hold responsible and punish all
the perpetrators of these treatments inhuman

Signatories:

Africa : 

DIEYE Aminata   Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture (OMCT)• 
OYAMTA BALDAL   Ligue Tchadienne DH (réseau) /Tchad• 
ALAA TALBI           Forum Tunisien pour les Droits Economiques et Sociaux
(FTDES) /Tunisie

• 

MWANGI KEVIN    Independent Medico-Legal Unit (IMLU) /Kenya• 
ESTHER NABWIRE (African Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture Victims /
Ouganda

• 

ELMEHDI AG WAKINA Association Malienne pour la Survie au Sahel (AMSS) /Mali• 
BADAMASSI YAHAYA   Alternative Espaces Citoyens/ Niger• 
MOUSAPHA KEBE   Réseau Migration développement (REMIDEV) / Sénégal• 
MOHAMMED BADAWI Africa Centre for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS) /Soudan• 
Maitre AMAZOHOUN Ferdinand, Collectif des associations contre l'impunité? au Togo (CACIT)/Togo• 
Maitre DONOU Thérèse,          Collectif des associations contre l'impunité? au Togo
(CACIT)/Togo

• 

Maitre AMEGAN Claude, Collectif des associations contre l'impunité? au Togo
(CACIT)/Togo

• 

Maitre DOUMBIA Yacouba,     Mouvement Ivoirien des Droits de l'Homme (MIDH)/ Cote
d'Ivoire

• 

Maitre TRAORE Drissa, Observatoire des Femmes actives de Côte d'Ivoire (OFACI)/ Cote
d'Ivoire

• 

Maitre SOUILAH Mohsen,  Centres SANAD/ Tunisie• 
Maitre RAHMOUNE Aissa,       Ligue algérienne de défense des droits de l'homme (LADH)/
Algérie

• 

Maitre IBOUANGA Éric, Action des chrétiens pour l'abolition de la torture (ACAT-Congo) /• 
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République du Congo
Maître NKONGHO Felix, Center for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa (CHRDA)/
Cameroun

• 

Maitre WEMBOLUA Henri,       Alliance pour l'Universalité des Droits Fondamentaux
(AUDF)/ RDC

• 

Maitre Annie Masengo, Réseau des Défenseurs des Droits de l'Homme (RDDH)/ RDC• 
Maitre NODJITOLOUM Salomon,         Action des chrétiens pour l'abolition de la torture
(ACAT/TCHAD)

• 

Maitre Moudeina Jacqueline Association Tchadienne pour la Promotion et la Défense des
Droits de l'Homme (ATPDH)/ TCHAD

• 

Maitre NIYONGERE Armel,       SOS Torture Burundi/ Burundi   • 
Maitre NTIRANYUHURA Divine, Action des chrétiens pour l'abolition de la torture
(ACAT-Burundi)

• 

Maitre Zaninyana Jeanne d'Arc, Collectif des Avocats pour la Défense des Victimes de
Crimes de Droit International commis au Burundi (CAVIB)/ Burundi           

• 

Asia :

Om Prakash Sen Thakuri,                     Advocacy Forum/ Nepal • 
Putri Kanesia,                                      KontraS/ Indonesia• 
Mushfiq Mohamed,  Maldivian Democracy Network/Maldives• 

Europe :

MAITE PAREJO SOUSA Asociacio?n Pro Derechos Humanos de Espan?a (APDHE)/Spain• 
BRIOSCHI Federica Antigone/Italy• 

The World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) is the main global coalition of NGOs
fighting torture and ill-treatment, with over 200 members in more than 90 countries. Its
international secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Iolanda Jaquemet
World Organization Against Torture
ij@omct.org mobile 
+41 79 539 4106
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